
2021–2022 
Voter Friendly Campus 
Designation Final Report



 
Composite installation view of CCA@CCA Artwork Campaign walk-by exhibition at CCA Hubbell Street Galleries 

 
Table of Contents 

 
Introduction 2 
Coalition 3 
Overview 5 
Analysis 6 

Voter Registration 6 
Voter Education 7 
Voter Turnout 7 
Student Voting Rights 8 

Successes 9 
Barriers 10 
Beyond 2020 11 
NSLVE 11 
Appendix 12 

 



 

Introduction 
 
Founded in 1907, California College of the 
Arts (CCA) educates students to shape 
culture and society through the practice and 
critical study of art, architecture, design, and 
writing. Benefiting from its San Francisco Bay 
Area location, the college prepares students 
for lifelong creative work by cultivating 
innovation, community engagement, and 
social and environmental responsibility. We 
promote diversity on our campuses by 
improving access and opportunities for 
underrepresented groups, and believe in our 
role as a proponent of social justice and democratic engagement.  
 
Although CCA has served as a polling location since 2018, we have never before 
tracked voter registration and turnout among our student population. Therefore, we 
have welcomed the Voter Friendly Campus Designation process to help us secure 
administrative support and formalize a system to better capture data and track 
democratic engagement efforts going forward. 
 
Since we created our Voter Friendly Campus Report in early spring 2020, CCA has 
experienced many challenges brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic. CCA suspended 
in-person classes on March 11, 2020 and all course activities have been conducted 
remotely since that date. In addition, we were originally projecting 750 first and second 
year students living on campus in 2020–2021—a core audience for our voter 
registration and turnout activities—the actual number CCA housed was 92. Since we 
first created our report, our enrollment has dropped by approximately 12%.  
 
As an art college, we took a creative approach to voter education in our efforts to inspire 
students to vote. Despite challenges brought on by COVID-19, we feel we have been 
able to successfully deliver on our Voter Friendly Campus Plan by meeting our stated 
goals, increasing online resources for students, growing institutional support for 
democratic engagement efforts, and increasing voter education and turnout from the 
CCA community.  
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Coalition 
 
Democratic engagement efforts are jointly coordinated between the Academic Affairs, 
Student Affairs, and Marketing and Communications departments at CCA.  
 
Core Members:  
 
Jaime Austin (Committee Chair), Director of Exhibitions and Public Programming / 
Academic Affairs 
Noki Seekao, Director of Student Life / Student Affairs  
Connie Jeung-Mills, Project Manager / Marketing and Communications 
Jennifer Juras, Director, Institutional Research / Academic Affairs  
Sam Vernon, Assistant Professor, Printmedia Program / Fine Arts Faculty and 2020 
Creative Citizens Faculty Coordinator  
Menaja Ganesh, Student Representative 
Mariah Trevino, Student Representative 
 

 
 
Our coalition was effective in deepening the college’s vision of creative citizenship and 
democratic engagement, securing consistent and ongoing funding for democratic 
engagement efforts, and setting up new systems and resources that we can leverage in 
future election cycles. Given the circumstances of the pandemic, the move to remote 
work, short term furloughs of key coalition members, and budget and staff cuts, the core 
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group of the coalition was able to quickly re-tool and effectively adapt our Voter Friendly 
Campus Plan for a remote-only college environment. Core members of this group have 
been engaged in this work since 2018, and we began fall by narrowing the scope of 
what was feasible given the current campus climate, and we created working groups to 
oversee the implementation of specific goals. Unfortunately, department partners from 
the Libraries and the Center for the Arts and Public Life were unable to support voting 
efforts given the financial circumstances of CCA due to the pandemic. Despite it all, the 
group was able to rise up to meet the challenge and receive institutional support from 
senior campus leadership, which included CCA’s President Steve Beal signing on to the 
President’s Commitment to Full Student Voter Participation hosted by ALL IN Campus 
Democracy Challenge and sending key communications.  
 
One of our key success points was working with Advancement to secure an endowment 
gift to launch The Deborah and Kenneth Novack Creative Citizens Series, a public 
program series that promotes creative activism and democratic engagement through 
events, exhibitions, and curriculum connections. This endowment gift allowed us to plan 
and execute a rich series of 27 events throughout fall 2020, despite budget cuts across 
other areas of the college.  
 
This was a foundation year that allowed the group to build a communication and 
marketing strategy and develop engagement programs that worked for our community 
(e.g. artwork campaign, faculty led-discussions, event series, etc.). We will continue to 
leverage areas of strength and focus on developing strategies to increase opportunities 
for a greater number of students to participate in the planning process.  
 
The pandemic heighted the engagement of additional partnerships across the college, 
especially as we moved to online courses. We partnered with the Residential Education 
Office and First Year Program as they had direct contact with students. We partnered 
with various local art organizations such as the Design Action Collective, whose clients 
include Black Lives Matter, to make the connection between art/design practice and 
democratic engagement. Additionally, we continued our partnership with the San 
Francisco Department of Elections to serve as a polling site for CCA and our 
neighborhood.  
 
Unfortunately, we were unable to involve students in the writing of the campus plan due 
to timing, the pandemic, and because key student partners graduated. Instead, the 
coalition presented the plan to student governance, Student Council representing 
undergraduate students and Graduate Student Alliance representing graduate students, 
for support and feedback. Additionally a student representative serving on the Get Out 
the Vote working group actively collected student testimonials, reviewed content and 
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messaging, and coordinated voting related events for students, and another student in a 
paid position served as our “Fall 2020 Creative Citizens in Action Fellow” with 
responsibilities for outreach and planning online events targeted specifically at students.  
 
Moving forward, recruiting additional students into the coalition and involving them more 
deeply in the planning process is a key goal. We learned students are already actively 
engaged in creative and tangible projects via their course curriculum, and connecting 
directly to faculty teaching these courses leads to high engagement. Additionally we are 
hoping to grow the creative citizenship student fellowship program that allows students 
to actively oversee creative projects focused on democratic engagement and serve as 
active members of the coalition.  
 

Overview 
 
With implementation of our plan, we strove to increase the total number of eligible 
students who vote, increase the total number of courses tagged “Creative Citizen,” 
increase educational resources and events that support voter education, and implement 
a plan to measure and track outcomes. We are on track to achieve all of these goals. 
 
One of our key methods was to connect voting efforts with our existing Creative Citizens 
in Action initiative (CCA@CCA), a college-wide program operated by the Exhibitions 
and Public Programming Department that started in 2018 to promote creative activism 
and democratic engagement through public programs, exhibitions, and curriculum 
connections. This program recently received ongoing funding from an endowment gift 
earmarked to launch The Deborah and Kenneth Novack Creative Citizens Series, which 
provides needed support for curricular work, faculty grants, and public programs that 
would not have been possible otherwise.  
 
Below are the three high-level goals we outlined in our plan, along with an example of 
how we met that goal.  
 
Cultivate democratic participation and creative activism. 

● The CCA@CCA Artwork Campaign was an open call for artwork and poster 
designs from the CCA community that promoted creative activism and 
democratic engagement in the lead-up to the November 2020 election. These 
images were gathered from September 1 - October 9, 2020. The resulting 
website and walk-by exhibition at the CCA Hubbell Street Galleries featured work 
by 66 CCA students, faculty, staff, and alumni. Learn more at 
creativecitizens.cca.edu ​. 
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Create opportunities for meaningful student and faculty interactions focused on the topic 
of creative citizenship. 

● In 2020 we created a new Workday tag to label courses related to civic and 
democratic engagement. This allowed students to specifically search for 
“Creative Citizen” courses in the course catalog, and allowed us to more actively 
promote courses related to democratic engagement. A total of 27 courses 
received the “Creative Citizen” Workday tag in fall 2020 and experienced high 
enrollment. In addition, we partnered with the First Year Program to design a 
special Moodle module related to creative citizenship and voting that all first-year 
students were required to complete. 

 
Create connect points between curriculum, coursework, and public programs related to 
civic participation and democratic engagement. 

● Thanks to an endowment gift received in 2020 to support The Deborah and 
Kenneth Novack Creative Citizens Series, we were able to distribute $7000 in 
Faculty Micro Grants, juried awards of $500–$1000 to support course efforts tied 
to democratic engagement by CCA faculty. Eight faculty members across the 
college’s four divisions received awards, which led to the planning and execution 
of 18 public programs that improved the learning experience of students in 
connection to the November 2020 election. 

 
As our campus was a remote-only learning environment due to COVID-19, we didn’t 
have the same opportunities for direct contact with students as we would have in a 
more typical year. Therefore, we pivoted our efforts to engage students via curriculum, 
coursework, online events, and participation in the CCA@CCA Artwork Campaign.  
 
 

Analysis  
 
These high-level goals directly connect to our three plan components: Voter 
Registration, Voter Education, and Voter Turnout.  
 
Voter Registration 
Due to the pandemic, our campus was closed from mid-March through the November 3, 
2020 General Election so we were unable to register students in person. Instead, we 
built a solid online presence with up-to-date voter registration information on our Portal 
intranet and sent weekly announcements via our Student Affairs newsletters. We 
participated in National Voter Registration Day on September 22, 2020 with a 
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college-wide email from our President, a full social media campaign on Facebook, 
Twitter, and Instagram, and two virtual Register to Vote Zoom sessions for students. 
 
In addition, our Student Representative 
Riah Trevino, who is a Resident Advisor 
in our only resident hall that was open 
this fall, outreached directly to students 
related to voter registration, and placed 
“Vote” posters designed by faculty 
member Michael Wertz throughout 
Founder’s Hall (see image at right). 
Multiple students reported back that 
they registered, but we struggled to 
track the exact number of newly 
registered students due to our remote 
learning environment, and the fact that 
students were learning from dispersed 
locations across the United States.  
 
Voter Education 
As an art college, we approached voter education through the lens of creativity, making, 
and activism in our efforts to inspire students to vote. We connected the CCA 
community and the public via the Creative Citizens Series of 18 pre-election and 8 
post-election events that spanned the disciplines of art, design, architecture, and 
writing. We also hosted a CCA Artwork Campaign with virtual presentations of student 
artwork, multimedia work, and social media posts that highlighted civic engagement in a 
creative way.  
 
The centerpiece of our voter education efforts was a central voting section on our Portal 
intranet, which included up-to-date voter registration information for all 50 states as well 
as online resources for students to research ballot issues and candidates.  
In addition, we provided digital resources for faculty to share with students, including 
presentations on being an informed voter and understanding U.S. elections from an 
international student perspective. 
 
We also helped support 27 courses designed as “Creative Citizen” courses, including 
the distribution of “DIY Voter Registration Toolkits,” and we distributed $7000 in Micro 
Grants to faculty who produced voting related events, publications, and activations with 
their students.  
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Voter Turnout 
We worked with the San Francisco Department 
of Elections in Spring 2018 to set up a polling 
place on our San Francisco campus and we’ve 
hosted all elections since, including the 
November 3, 2020 Presidential General Election. 
Hosting a polling place on campus provides easy 
access for our campus-based students to vote.  
  
To further encourage these campus-based 
students to vote, we partnered with Residential 
Education to set up a voter selfie station in 
student housing and provide voter GIFs and 
poster images from the Artwork Campaign for 
students to share on social media. We covered 
the windows of student housing and the 
on-campus polling place with faculty and student-designed “get out the vote” (GOTV) 
posters. In addition, one of our student representatives hosted a Student Voter Walking 
Tour with stops at our San Francisco campus polling place, nearby USPS mailboxes for 
mail-in ballot dropoff, and the campus gallery that displayed the CCA@CCA Artwork 
Campaign. 
  
To reach the vast majority of our student voters, who in fall 2020 were learning remotely 
from their homes scattered throughout the country, we sent weekly Student Affairs 
email announcements to stress the importance of voting early and kept our internal 
Portal voter information up to date for all 50 states. Starting on National Voter 
Registration Day (September 22), we published a series of posts across CCA’s official 
social media channels, disseminating voting reminders as well as detailed information 
about how to successfully register to vote, research ballot issues, vote early, and vote 
by mail. Some of these posts were shared in advance with the administrators of 
program- and department-specific social media accounts so they could be published 
across CCA’s available platforms simultaneously, thereby significantly extending our 
social media presence and reach. This coordinated and extended campaign garnered 
more attention from students than other spontaneous campaigns we had launched 
during previous election cycles.  
  
Civic engagement is a key part of our ongoing curriculum. We created a First Year 
Student module in Moodle with a presentation video and quiz regarding the importance 
of voting and what it means to be a creative citizen in action. Our voter initiative student 
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representative sent a GOTV email to the academic deans, asking their help to 
encourage students to register and vote early. 
 
Student Voting Rights 
We made sure our San Francisco campus-based students had access to voting by 
hosting a Polling Place for the November 3, 2020 Presidential General Election. We are 
the only polling location in San Francisco Precinct 7055, and our polling place served a 
total of 93 people. This is lower than in past years due to the City and State strongly 
encouraging voters to vote by mail during the pandemic. San Francisco Department of 
Elections data shows that 773 people voted by mail from our Precinct. For our students 
residing off campus, we posted detailed information on our Portal intranet about polling 
locations and we led an early outreach campaign to encourage students to request 
mail-in ballots.  
 
Close to 45 percent of our student population are not eligible to vote in U.S. elections. 
We created a presentation for our international students titled “Understanding US 
Elections as an International Student” that was distributed by Student Affairs and 
“Creative Citizen”–tagged course faculty. We also planned a number of events where 
international and DACA students were invited to share their hopes and fears with fellow 
students, as a way of having their voices heard in discussions related to democratic 
engagement. And we distributed a series of fun social media graphics for student use. 
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Tracking voter registration and turnout was a challenge due to CCA’s remote learning 
environment. We are waiting for NSLVE data to help us understand the numbers, but 
based on event attendance and Portal intranet page hits, we estimate that we reached 
more students than in 2018.  
 

 

Successes 
 

1) We vastly scaled up online voter education resources, with high rates of 
engagement. We will be able to leverage many of the tools we developed in 
future election cycles. For example:  

a) We created our first ever “How to Vote” Portal page for CCA’s intranet, 
which included resources related to voter registration, ballot research, 
absentee ballot requests, polling place locations, and more. The page 
received 3,319 total page views (2,907 unique page views), with a visible 
spike the week prior to the election.  

b) We created a First Year Student module in Moodle with a presentation 
video and quiz regarding the importance of voting and what it means to be 
a creative citizen in action. This was required viewing by 300+ first year 
students.  

c) We expanded our Instagram presence with 70 Instagram stories related to 
voting, with a total reach of 22,498. 

 
2) We cultivated institutional support at the upper administrative level for voting 

initiatives. CCA’s President Stephen Beal signed on to the President’s ALL-IN 
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Challenge and sent three email communications to the community related to 
voting; one on September 22, 2020 to mark National Voter Registration Day, a 
second on October 27, 2020 one week prior to the election, and a message titled 
“VOTE!” on Election Day. This was the first time a voting-related communication 
had been distributed by President Beal. CCA’s Vice President of Student Affairs, 
George Luis Sedano, also sent two college-wide emails, on October 9, 2020 and 
November 2, 2020, and all four academic deans included voting information and 
statements of support in their divisional newsletters.  
 
 

3) We provided curricular and co-curricular support to connect voting initiatives with 
the classroom, including funding support for democratic engagement efforts via 
CCA’s Creative Citizens in Action initiative (CCA@CCA). Earlier in 2020 we 
secured an endowment gift to ensure ongoing support for democratic 
engagement efforts on campus. This endowment gift helped support the 
following curricular initiatives:  

a) A total of $8000 was distributed in Faculty Micro Grants to support 10 
faculty who committed to the implementation of small-scale, immediate 
public-facing projects or activations that aimed to improve the learning 
experience of students in their courses and offer critical resources for civic 
involvement in the lead-up to the U.S. General Election. 

b) 27 courses were tagged in Workday as “Creative Citizen” courses, with 
faculty receiving additional support via presentations, teaching and 
learning tools, and individual coaching.  

c) A total of 27 events, exhibitions, and public programs related to 
democratic engagement and creative activism were part of the Creative 
Citizens Program Series.  

d) A total of 53 members of the CCA Community contributed 80+ images to 
the CCA@CCA Artwork Campaign. 

 

Barriers 
1. The first barrier our institution faced was the changing public health situation 

related to COVID-19. CCA suspended in-person classes on March 11, 2020 and 
all course activities have been conducted remotely since that date. Students, 
faculty, and staff have not had access to campus facilities. Therefore, activities 
such as voter registration tabling, live events, and poster campaigns were no 
longer feasible because students were not present on campus. In addition, key 
staff in our coalition were affected by furloughs, and other coalition members 
weren’t able to devote as much time to democratic engagement activities due to 

11 



 

additional responsibilities brought on by budget cuts and the shift to remote 
learning.  
 

2. Student engagement was challenging to maintain due to CCA’s remote learning 
environment. Because CCA shifted to remote learning in March 2020, we were 
unable to recruit student representatives until our fall semester began, so 
students were not able to be as involved in the planning process as we would 
have liked. In addition, we had students spread across ~32 states, which made 
voter registration efforts more complicated. Despite our successful transition to 
online voter education events and activities, many students reported that they 
were overwhelmed or “Zoomed out,” and so participation varied widely between 
events.  
 

3. CCA does not have a dedicated staff position with a focused on democratic 
engagement work. Each member of our coalition leads these efforts as part of, or 
in addition to, their regular job responsibilities. We’ve grown to see this as a 
positive, as it allows us to more deeply embed democratic engagement activities 
across departments at CCA, but it does impact the effectiveness of the coalition.  

 
We plan to share our successes and barriers with campus stakeholders by distributing 
this report and a related slide presentation to Senior Cabinet, Deans, and Academic 
Affairs staff. In addition, we will host a post-mortem meeting with all members of our 
coalition so that they can share these successes with their respective departments.  
 
 

Beyond 2020 
 
One of the reasons CCA launched the Creative Citizens in Action initiative in 2018 was 
so that we could provide consistent programming and curricular support related to 
democratic engagement year after year. With The Deborah and Kenneth Novack 
Endowment gift, we are ensured annual funds to make this possible. Therefore, we plan 
to continue the CCA@CCA Faculty Micro Grants program and “Creative Citizen” course 
tag in spring 2021 and beyond so that we maintain momentum as we plan ahead for 
2022. Our intention is to continue to serve as a polling place so students have 
convenient access to a voting location, and we would like to run the CCA@CCA Artwork 
Campaign on an annual basis.  
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NSLVE 
 
CCA signed up to receive an NSLVE report as part of our 2020 Voter Friendly Campus 
Plan preparation. Once we receive our first NSLVE report, we will work with CCA’s 
Director of Institutional Research, who is part of our coalition, to assess CCA student 
voting rates and set target voting rates for future elections. We plan to post this 
information on our website. Questions include: 

● How does CCA’s voting rate in 2020 compare to the voting rate of all U.S. higher 
education institutions as well as for institutions that are classified similarly to 
CCA? 

● Did CCA students’ voting rates in the 2020 Presidential election increase, 
decrease, or stay the same compared to the 2012 and 2016 elections? 

 
Once we know how CCA student voting rates compare to other institutions and whether 
voting rates are increasing, decreasing, or holding steady, we’ll examine our data to 
inform future initiatives. Questions include:  

● What is the voting rate of students who are registered?  
○ For example, if a high percentage of students are registered but do not 

vote, we may need to focus more effort and resources on getting students 
to vote rather than focus on registering students. 

● How are students voting (e.g., absentee, mail, early voting, in person on election 
day)? This will help us tailor strategies to support student voting. 

● Are there subgroup differences in student voting rates (e.g., class level, 
undergraduate or graduate student status, program of study, race/ethnicity, or 
gender)? If we find groups with lower voting rates we can tailor strategies to 
reach those groups.  

○ For example, if students from some majors have lower voting rates, we 
can implement strategies within specific programs. If students in some 
class levels have lower voting rates, strategies can be implemented within 
programming to target those levels (e.g., sophomore summit, etc.). 

● Are CCA student voting rates lower in non-Presidential elections? Do we need to 
focus more effort and resources on those elections? 

 
In addition, we are using NSSE as a benchmarking and event tracking tool to capture 
student data related to voting. For event tracking, we plan to use information about 
participation based on demographic characteristics such as gender, race, and ethnicity 
to determine who we’re not reaching, and then design outreach campaigns accordingly. 
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From: Presidents Office presidents-office@cca.edu
Subject: [All Staff] Your vote matters: How to register, vote, and participate as creative citizens at CCA

Date: September 22, 2020 at 8:01 AM
To: undisclosed-recipients:;

Bcc: allstaff@cca.edu

Dear CCA Students, Faculty, and Staff:

Today is National Voter Registration Day, and we are only 42 days away from the U.S. general election—Tuesday, 
November 3. I’m writing today to encourage every member of our community who is eligible to vote to make sure you are 
registered and ready to make your voice heard. See below for information on how to register and vote, and how to 
get involved as a creative citizen (even if you’re not eligible to vote in the U.S. election).

Your vote matters. Voting is a form of activism and now, more than ever, it’s essential for a strong democracy. Young 
adults (ages 18–29) comprise more than 20% of eligible voters in the U.S., yet turnout among this age group has reached 
record lows in recent years. Let’s turn this trend around together. 

At CCA, we’re committed to working with students, faculty, staff, and election officials to reduce barriers to student voting. 
That’s why I have personally signed the Higher Education Presidents’ Commitment to Full Student Voter Participation for 
the ALL IN Campus Democracy Challenge, and I am championing the work of Creative Citizens in Action (CCA@CCA). 
Our goal is to increase student voting rates, help students form the habits of active and informed citizenship, and make 
democratic participation a core value on our campus.

In addition, CCA’s San Francisco campus is an official Polling Place on Election Day, so CCA students living on our near 
campus, as well as our surrounding community members, will have a close and accessible place to cast their vote. 

Here’s what you can do to make your voice heard at the polls on Election Day: 
Join today’s virtual Register to Vote Session from 12:30–1:30 pm PT
Learn how to register and vote in four steps
Participate in the CCA@CCA Artwork Campaign
Attend one of our upcoming Creative Citizens in Action events
Talk to your friends and family about the importance of voting 

And to those in our community who are not eligible to vote—you have a stake in this too. You can still be creative citizens 
in action, and I invite you to participate in the conversation. 

To support course efforts tied to democratic engagement, I’m pleased to announce that 10 faculty members have received 
funding from a new endowment gift to launch The Deborah and Kenneth Novack Creative Citizens Series, an annual 
series of public programs focused on creative activism that spans the disciplines of art, design, architecture, and writing.

Your vote is your voice. Please join me and the entire CCA community in making our voices heard.

Sincerely,

Stephen Beal, President

https://portal.cca.edu/essentials/exhibitions/creative-citizens-action/how-vote-four-steps/
https://www.allinchallenge.org/
https://portal.cca.edu/events-calendar/register-vote-session/
https://portal.cca.edu/events-calendar/register-vote-session/
https://portal.cca.edu/essentials/exhibitions/creative-citizens-action/how-vote-four-steps/
https://portal.cca.edu/essentials/exhibitions/opportunities/ccacca-artwork-campaign/
https://portal.cca.edu/events-calendar/creative-citizens-series-fall-2020/
https://portal.cca.edu/essentials/exhibitions/opportunities/cca-faculty-micro-grants-program/
https://portal.cca.edu/events-calendar/creative-citizens-series-fall-2020/




From: Presidents Office presidents-office@cca.edu
Subject: [All Faculty] Election Day message from President Beal

Date: November 3, 2020 at 12:09 PM
To: undisclosed-recipients:;

Bcc: allfaculty@cca.edu

Dear CCA Community,

Like many of you, I’ve been thinking endlessly about what today’s election means for our 
community, our country, and our democracy. I’ve checked Nate Silver’s FiveThirtyEight 
website far too often, looking for encouragement within the data. I’ve found hope in the 
words of others, like historian Heather Cox Richardson, who sees reason to be excited 
about our democracy and our future. I’ve lain awake contemplating the consequences of 
different scenarios—a Biden win; a Trump win; a race with no clear outcome tonight, 
tomorrow, or perhaps longer. And I’ve found comfort, as I often do, in art and in music.

I hope you are finding ways to manage the anxiety and stress brought on by this bitterly 
divisive election. Student Life, CCA@CCA, and the Staff Advisory Committee have 
organized several gatherings and compiled some resources to help our community move 
forward in a positive way. Please hold space in the coming days to support one another 
and make time for discussions about this moment and the very personal challenges it 
brings for individuals and members of our community. Be compassionate with your 
students, peers, colleagues, and teachers who may need time and space to process 
what is happening, and who may need extra time to complete assignments or work. 

I do not know what the outcome of this historic election will be. Tonight I, like many of 
you, will be anxiously watching the election returns, knowing full well that we may not 
know the outcomes of many races—including who will be our president—right away. I’m 
preparing to be patient as votes are tallied, realizing that it may take days, or even 
weeks, to count the record number of mail-in ballots cast. I take heart in that fact—the 
level of engagement and voter turnout in this election is higher than it’s been in 
generations, which I see as a clear sign of hope for our democracy. 

I’ll also be reflecting on the ways we’ve come together as creative citizens during this 
tumultuous year. I’m heartened by the creative activism of our students, faculty, staff, and 
alumni, and humbled to be part of this community.

This event—today’s election—has consumed our attention for weeks, for months, maybe 
for the past four years. But this event is not an end in itself. It marks just the beginning of 
what we must do to continue our creative citizenship and find ways to help shape the kind 
of country and society that we want. 

I also want to acknowledge those of you who do not have the privilege of casting a ballot 
in this election, yet are deeply affected by its outcome. Although you may not be able to 
vote in this election, you do have a voice in our collective future. Use that voice. Use it to 
advocate for the society you want to see—for justice, equity, sustainability, the things that 
are important to you.

mailto:Officepresidents-office@cca.edu
mailto:Officepresidents-office@cca.edu
mailto:allfaculty@cca.edu
https://heathercoxrichardson.substack.com/p/october-31-2020?r=99sdp&utm_campaign=post&utm_medium=email&utm_source=email
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lBQOQVsdzbE
https://portal.cca.edu/thriving/student-life/updates/2020-post-election-resources/


Tomorrow marks the beginning of the next step in our democratic experiment. As we wait 
to see what the election brings, please be safe, be supportive, and be kind to yourself 
and others. And be ready, no matter what happens, to continue our work as creative 
citizens, activists, and designers of the future we want to live in.      

Take care,

Steve



12/17/2020 California College of the Arts Mail - EVENT! Outdoor Tour of Important Places for Voting

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=1e39f32a64&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1680100133894472554&simpl=msg-f%3A1680100133894472554&… 1/3

Connie Jeung-Mills <connie.jeung-mills@cca.edu>

EVENT! Outdoor Tour of Important Places for Voting 
6 messages

Mariah Trevino <trevino@cca.edu> Fri, Oct 9, 2020 at 11:32 AM
Bcc: connie.jeung-mills@cca.edu

Good morning Founders Hall Residents,

I hope you're all having a spooky smooth October so far. This year is really rolling by - but we won't pass up the
opportunity to fill up your calendars with the great new events we have planned.  

Let's take a stroll with our peers, chat about important topics, and maybe check out some nearby eats!

We will be going to key locations in the voting process THIS SUNDAY, October 11th, at 3:00pm. Our meeting spot will
be right outside Founders Hall's Main Entrance. 

This includes looking at an art gallery, the nearest polling place, and where to drop off mail ballots. We'll also be ready to
answer any questions about registration, different modes of voting, and how to support other voters. 

There are plenty of restaurants near the route where we can include pick-ups in our walk if you choose to order
something.

Here is an RSVP link to help us estimate the group size:  
https://forms.gle/BHcnDpMipJfErhqf6 

If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact me.

Have a good rest of your day,
- RA riah trevino 

https://forms.gle/BHcnDpMipJfErhqf6


 



TAKE  
 A SELFIE.
Spice up your feed and spread the 
pro-voting message with CCA’s very  
own custom voting GIFs! These animated 
icons can also be accessed online to  
use outside of your favorite apps.  
Learn how with  
these instructions:

Be sure to tag @cacollegeofarts on  
your Instagram post/story so we can 
spread the word!
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