
The Materiality of Resistance will be a two-day symposium (March 7-8, 2024) exploring 
the artistic deployment of materials as tools to imagine, promote, and enact resistance 
to the status quo in American art and visual culture. By invoking the word “material,” 
we throw into relief substances—unique and many, observable and nearly imperceptible—
that are marshaled and transformed by makers into things perceived as significant, 
useful, and of value. 

Hosted by the History of Art and Visual Culture (HAVC) program at California College 
of the Arts, and made possible with support from the Terra Foundation for American Art, 
the event will convene writers, artists, designers, curators, and archivists to consider 
historical and contemporary stories where the materiality of making contributes to 
socio-cultural change. 

In connection to the symposium, Creative Citizens in Action (CCA@CCA) will present 
performances by Ismail Lumanovski & Inspector Gadje Balkan Brass and the Nava Dance 
Theatre, as well as an exhibition of work by CCA students.

On the Materiality of Resistance
The following readings explore the notion of materiality from various perspectives 
including artistic practice, material culture, ecology, posthumanism, speculative 
aesthetics, and decolonial aesthetics. Starred books are available in CCA's Simpson 
Library.
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e-flux Journal. Issue 79, February 2017.
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Contemporary Art and Climate Change. Aarhus, Denmark: Alexandra Institute, 2010. 
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another word for colonialism.” 
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86th: A Journal of Decorative Arts, Design History, and Material Culture. 18:2 (Fall-Winter 
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On Balkan Music Studies
The opening event of the Spring 2024 Deborah and Kenneth Novack Creative Citizens 
Series is a Balkan music concert featuring the extraordinary clarinetist Ismail 
Lumanovski and the Bay Area-San Francisco-based band Inspector Gadje, which brings 
a big sound to the beautiful and bumpin’ brass band music of the Balkans of south-
eastern Europe. The following provides a list of core readings for Balkan Music Studies as 
well as clips from the Inspector Gadje Youtube Channel.

Inspector Gadje: Who we are 

Ismail Lumanovski & Inspector Gadje Balkan Brass Perform "G-Street"

Ismail Lumanovski & Inspector Gadje Balkan Brass: A three-song medley featuring excerpts 
from "Balkan Bollywood," "Nihavend Longa," and "Agresia."

https://doi.org/10.1515/culture-2019-0007 
https://doi.org/10.1215/9780822372790
https://doi.org/10.14746/aq.2018.29.1
https://umaincertaantropologia.org/2014/10/26/an-indigenous-feminists-take-on-the-ontological-turn-ontology-is-just-another-word-for-colonialism-urbane-adventurer-amiskwaci/
https://umaincertaantropologia.org/2014/10/26/an-indigenous-feminists-take-on-the-ontological-turn-ontology-is-just-another-word-for-colonialism-urbane-adventurer-amiskwaci/
https://doi.org/10.1086/662520
https://www.ismaillumanovski.com/
https://www.ismaillumanovski.com/
https://www.inspectorgadje.com/
https://www.youtube.com/@InspectorGadje
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gt1kkYAZlso&t=13s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ImT6WbqBw7Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=3&v=_Mx2u-RdW5Q&embeds_referring_euri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.inspectorgadje.com%2F&source_ve_path=Mjg2NjY&feature=emb_logo
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Ismail Lumanovski & Inspector Gadje Live at Kafana Balkan

Voynovskaya, Nastia. “In the Balkan Brass Scene, a Conversation About Racism Unfolds.” 
KQED, October 2019. 
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University Press, 2012.
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